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to the D'Annunzian enterprise, were the favourites. The Church, that in politics always has an ambiguous attitude, pressed on the action of the priests in the villages so that the Partito Popolare that had been created originally by the lay-Catholics, in service of the Church policy, might play the preponderant part in Parliament. The Liberals, Democrats and some Radicals built up a block that passed under the name of ' the forces of order/ They were changeable forces, without any ideal base and without precise aims. They were another grouping among groupings whose futilities I had observed for years/'
Mussolini wanted his Fascists to try the chance of the elections alone. He refused to ally himself with any other Party, even the Nationalists. He knew that public opinion was against him and his followers, but he preferred to stand alone. The Fascists formed an electoral committee which had little financial means ; meetings were organised in the principal towns in Italy and especially in Milan.
At one of these meetings, in the Piazza Belgioioso, the Duce made some rather